
The Contradiction 
of a Real Setting 
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a story place 
a state of mind 

signals a time 
outside of now 

 outside of ordinary reality



“Once upon a different time, 
far in the north, days were long 
and years took forever.”



There once was a place 
where a girl could walk 
across the sea on the 
backs of so many salmon.



Daily reminders of the shifting natural forces of powers greater 
than ourselves, this is Alaska where magic dancing in shadows 

from an ancient world, still exists.
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Why It Works
daily routine heightens realism 

makes magic realistic

we wonder how we would react
encourages speculation
gives license to wonder

relieves us of our need for order 
allows us impossible irrational desires 
knowing we will be returned to reality



 magic object changes 
the hero’s life 

fairy tale gives dignity to the smallest achievements
wonderful consequences come of it


